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Highlights by Julie More   

 
Welcome to Fall! What a year we have had so 
far! Our pups are doing a wonderful job 
helping us get through this pandemic. Lots of 
people adopted pups or older dogs during 
the past year. They struggled with the big 
question of getting a pup from a breeder, or 
ǊŜǎŎǳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǳǇ ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŘƻƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άbŜǿ 
tǳǇǇȅ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ !ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴέ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 
 
Ever wonder what it would be like travelling 
to another country with your dog? How 
about moving to Europe or Asia with your 4-
ƭŜƎƎŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΚ wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά5ƻƎǎΩ Lives in 
5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦέ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ 
different perspective on travelling. 
 
Your pup is looking at you with this strange 
expression and you wonder what he is 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά¸ƻǳǊ 5ƻƎΩǎ 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎέ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ 
was a really fun topic to explore. 
 
Enjoy the newsletter. Let us know what you 
think of it and what other topics you would 
like us to cover. 
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Board Report  
We held our board meeting on June 19th on Zoom. We talked about our programs 
for this year, our budget and our fundraising.   
 
We set dates for our garage sale (Saturday, August 21st /  rain date Sunday, August 
22nd), and the Bruce Pit and Conroy Pit clean-ups (Bruce Pit on Saturday, 
September 4th from 9 am to 10 am / rain date Sunday, September 5th, and Conroy 
Pit on Saturday, September 11th from 9 am to 10 am /  rain date Monday, 
September 13th).  
 
Our 5th annual ΨTake your owner for a walk and support RDOCΩ fundraiser will take 
place from Monday, September 13th to Sunday, September 19th.  
 
All these events will depend on the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. Please refer 
to our website for updated information.  
 
Tyler (our very smart lab) was happy to report that his dog and cat friendsΩ 
challenge was a very big success. He challenged his doggy friends to take their 
owners for a walk every day for a month. The owners thanked their dogs for 
keeping them in shape by donating a $1.00 a day. He also challenged his cat 
friends to play with their owners an hour a day for a month. Cats are very busy, so 
giving up an hour a day is a big deal. Their owners thanked them by donating a 
$1.00 a day. TylerΩǎ challenge raised $355 for RDOC. The board thanked Tyler for 
organizing this very successful and creative fundraiser.  
 
Our next board meeting and AGM will be held on Zoom on Saturday, October 16th 
at 10:30 am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/
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by Julie MoreNew Puppy vs. Adoption      
I keep thinking itΩs time for a second dog. My lab is 14 years old. I am hoping he 
will be around for the next few years, but I figure itΩs time to do some research. 
What would be the best dog for us? The first question is, should we get a pup from 
a reputable breeder, or should we adopt a pup or an older dog from a rescue 
organization? We have done both in the past. Nellie (our Australian Shepherd) was 
a rescue dog. We got Kelley (our Golden Retriever) and Tyler (our black Lab) from 
breeders when they were 7 weeks old. In the article Adopting Vs. Buying A Dog Or 
Puppy, Pippa Mattinson points out that ά!ŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ǾǎΦ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
takes place on almost every dog website or social media page from time to time. 
!ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƻǳǎŜǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦέ  
 

Which option is best for you? Well, it depends on what 
you are looking for. In the article ²Ƙȅ L ²ƻƴΩǘ tƭŀȅ Lƴǘƻ 
the Rescue vs. Breeder Debate the author explains άLǘΩǎ 
ƭƛƪŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǊŀƴƎŜǎΦέ She goes on to say 
that rescuing a dog doesnΩt make the person a better 
owner, nor does it give him the right to judge anyone 
who hasnΩt rescued a pet. What matters is how much 
work you put in before choosing your next dog. In our 
case, we did a lot of research before we got Kelley and 
Tyler. We learned everything we could about the 
breeds, we interviewed breeders, we met both pupsΩ 
parents, etc. As for our rescue dog Nellie, she chose us. 
We were her third home. When she got to our place, 
she looked around, decided she liked what she saw, 
and proceeded to work her way into all our hearts. 

 
LetΩs examine your options. You can adopt an older dog or a pup from a rescue 
organization, or buy a puppy from a reputable breeder. The article Should You Buy 
a Puppy or Rescue a Dog? summarizes your choices. Adopting an older dog means 
that άΧǿƘƛƭǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΗέ Bringing home a rescue puppy is like 
getting a puppy from the breeder without having the background information on 
the parents, health issues etc. Getting a puppy from a breeder means you can 

https://thehappypuppysite.com/adopting-vs-buying-a-dog/
https://thehappypuppysite.com/adopting-vs-buying-a-dog/
https://www.puppyleaks.com/rescue-vs-breeder-debate/
https://www.puppyleaks.com/rescue-vs-breeder-debate/
https://www.ck9training.co.uk/blog/should-you-buy-a-puppy-or-rescue-a-dog/
https://www.ck9training.co.uk/blog/should-you-buy-a-puppy-or-rescue-a-dog/
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meet his mom, you can get medical information from the breeder, and you can 
research the breed and the breeder.  
 
I like the article Should I adopt a dog or buy a puppy?  It discusses the pros and 
cons of adopting an older dog versus buying a pup. The article includes a list of 
questions to ask the shelter or rescue organization. It also discusses the pros and 
cons of getting a new puppy from a reputable breeder, and what questions to ask.  
 
I would like to end with this quote from Adopting a dog vs buying from a breeder: 
Which is the better choice for you? by Cynthia Lawrence:  άLǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
between the two options. Whether you wish to adopt from a shelter or buy a pup 
from a breedŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘΦ Lƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƻƻŎƘ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 
 

 

by Julie More$ÏÇÓȭ ,ÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ $ÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ #ÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ      
 

Our dogs in Canada have it pretty good. They are valued 
and loved members of our families.  What about other 
countries? How are the dogs treated there? Well it 
depends on the country. First impressions donΩt always tell 
the whole story. In the article How Dogs Live in Other 
Countries Will Surprise You, Haley Vannarsdall talks about 
her experience when visiting India. At first she was very 
upset because there were lots of homeless dogs. She goes 
on to say that ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƎǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ 

the busy streets of Delhi. Passerbys stopped to feed them, pet them and give them 
water. They camped out on cool dirt streets under the awnings of local shops or 
ƘƻǘŜƭǎΦέ  
 
Just for fun letΩs find out which countries have the most dogs. Yep, you guessed it, 
itΩs the USA. According to the article A Guide to Worldwide Pet Ownership, the 
United States has almost 69,292,000 dogs; second is China with 27,400,000; and 
third is Russia with 12,520,000.  

https://www.royalcanin.com/us/dogs/thinking-of-getting-a-dog/should-i-adopt-a-dog-or-buy-a-puppy
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/adopting-a-dog-vs-buying-from-a-breeder-which-is-the-better-choice-for-you
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/adopting-a-dog-vs-buying-from-a-breeder-which-is-the-better-choice-for-you
https://barkpost.com/good/a-vision-of-dogs-around-the-globe/
https://barkpost.com/good/a-vision-of-dogs-around-the-globe/
https://www.petsecure.com.au/pet-care/a-guide-to-worldwide-pet-ownership/
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Do you want to travel to other countries with your dog? Read the article The 20 
Most Dog-Friendly Countries In The World by Morgan Greenwald. France is known 
to have the best pet friendly rules. Dogs are welcomed in restaurants. Morgan 
writes άΧŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǇǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜτthe 
CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΦέ  
 
Switzerland, Italy, Great Britain, Germany, and the Netherlands are included in the 
list of the 20 best dog friendly places to vacation in. As for Germany, Morgan 
thinks άhǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜs should look to Germany as an example of how to humanely 
treat stray animals. The entire country abides by a strict no-kill policy, and the city 
of Berlin is home to the largest animal sanctuary in Europe with room to house 
nearly 2,000 animals at a time όƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘύΦέ 
 
I came across the article Is a Love of Dogs Mostly a Matter of Where You Live? by 
Hal Herzog Ph.D.  Hal explains that άCŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ gender, personality, and even 
genes are related to pet-ownership. But geography also counts. In Idaho, for 
example, 58% of households include a dog compared to only 24% of homes in 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΦέ  He goes on to say άΧƻǳǊ research sheds light on the degree our love 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅΦέ  Very interesting.  
 
What about if you want to move to another country with your dog? The Editor 
from Be.Chewy.com shares her experiences in the article Three Things I Learned 
Moving My Dogs to Four Countries. She lived in 4 countries over a period of 12 
years. Her first move was from New York to Russia for 3 years. She took her 2 cats 
with her. She came back with one cat and a very hyper Cocker Spaniel. Then she 
moved to Vietnam with one cat and her hyper dog. She fell in love with a puppy, 
who turned out to be very sick and grew into an άул-pound black beast that made 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦέ  She moved to Thailand with 
these 3 pets.  
 
The lessons she learned apply not only when you move to another country, but 
also when going on vacation anywhere. The first lesson is that ά¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻƎ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘέ, the second is ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘέ, and the third is ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŀǊƭȅΦέ 
 
 

https://bestlifeonline.com/most-pet-friendly-countries/
https://bestlifeonline.com/most-pet-friendly-countries/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animals-and-us/201908/is-love-dogs-mostly-matter-where-you-live
https://be.chewy.com/
https://be.chewy.com/pet-parenting-travel-three-things-i-learned-moving-my-dogs-to-four-countries/
https://be.chewy.com/pet-parenting-travel-three-things-i-learned-moving-my-dogs-to-four-countries/
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by Julie More9ÏÕÒ $ÏÇȭÓ 4ÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ      
 
Do you wonder what your dog is thinking? What is 
going on in that cute little head? Do dogs think at 
all?  
 
Well, according to the article What Do Dogs Think 
About? by Sarah Jeanne Terry, yes they do. Their 
cognitive level is about that of a 3 to 5 year old child. 
Hmm, let me see. By the time my kids were that age 
they understood a lot. They had already been 
through the terrible twos, and entered the school 

system, etc. As Sarah says, it means that άǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎΩ 
ƘŜŀŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
OK, so what about guilt. Do dogs feel guilty? In the article The Mysterious Mind of 
the Dog the author notes that dogs άŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦέ Alexandra Horowitz, psychology professor at Barnard College, 
designed an experiment to find out άǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƴƛƴŜǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ, or more 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƎǳƛƭǘΦέ  She found that dogs άŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜŘ 
the rules of the house but they did understand their owner was angry. [The guilty 
ƭƻƻƪϐ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǇǇŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ΨLΩƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎǳǘŜ ƭƻƻƪΦΩ έ 
 
LetΩs look at another cognitive skill. How are dogs doing with object permanence? 
In his article How Smart Is a Dog Really? The Secrets of a Canine Mind  Jeffrey 
Kluger explains that dogs άƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǎŀȅΣ ŀ ǘƻȅ ƛǎ 
placed in a container, the container is moved behind a screen and then brought 
back out, but the toy is no longer in it. Some dogs follow that chain of events, 
ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻȅΦέ   
 
I guess thatΩs why Nellie, my Australian Shepherd, was so good at the άFind itέ 
game we used to play. I told her to sit and stay, showed her the cookie and then 
hid it somewhere in the house. I then told her to άfind itέ. She would go down the 
hall and take a quick glance in each room from the doorway. If she didnΩt find the 

https://www.cuteness.com/13708234/what-do-dogs-think-about
https://www.cuteness.com/13708234/what-do-dogs-think-about
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/the-mysterious-mind-of-the-dog?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Science&utm_term=dogs%20humans%20love&gclid=CjwKCAjwqvyFBhB7EiwAER786UsD5gRGJDk8UtWneouTCwe57_581LSqJ741YXxECAvQaBra1zYftBoCL8EQAvD_BwE
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/the-mysterious-mind-of-the-dog?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Science&utm_term=dogs%20humans%20love&gclid=CjwKCAjwqvyFBhB7EiwAER786UsD5gRGJDk8UtWneouTCwe57_581LSqJ741YXxECAvQaBra1zYftBoCL8EQAvD_BwE
https://time.com/4775436/how-smart-is-a-dog-really/
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cookie, she went back into the first room, walked all around, decided the cookie 
wasnΩt there and went to the next room. She continued doing this until she found 
the cookie. It was so much fun to watch how her brain worked. 
 
Do dogs think the way we do? Well, yes and no. Through my research I found this 
great article Understanding how dogs think. It points out that dogs, like kids, learn 
about their world through visual and scent clues. ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƪŜŜƴ 
observers of body language, and the amount of information they can glean from 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƛǎ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΦέ  
 
Humans communicate vocally, while dogs use scent first, then sight, then sound, 
and then use their voice. ThatΩs why dogs learn hand gestures faster than verbal 
commands. άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǘŀǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΩ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
quickly than they will understand you speaking the words. In fact, once they 
understand the visual cue, it is the association of the sound with that hand gesture 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƳŜŀƴΦέ   
 
The article goes on to say that ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻƎǎ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦέ  Dogs observe us carefully and realize 
these differences. They donΩt communicate with us the same way as with other 
dogs. ά¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦέ  For example, your dog walks to the back door 
and barks. You open the door and let him out. He knows that he cannot open the 
door himself, but he knows how to get you to do it.  
 
My final question is how does the dogΩs brain differ from ours? Dr. JP McCue, a 
board-certified veterinary neurologist at NYCΩs Animal Medical Center, is quoted in 
the article Dog Brain Facts: Understanding Canine Cognition. ά¢ƘŜ ƘŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜǎΣ 
lobes and parts of the brain have the same names and the same basic functions. 
But in dogs, the parts of the brain associated with smell show they have incredibly 
ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƴƻǎŜǎΦέ  Dr. Rachel Barrack of Animal Acupuncture in New York City found 
that ά¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǎƳŜƭƭǎΦέ  She goes 
on to say άLǘ ƛǎ also presumed that dogs associate scent with memories, which is 
ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƴƛŦŦ ŦƻǊ ōƻƳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊǳƎǎΦέ 
 

https://www.animal-job.co.uk/understanding-how-dogs-think.html
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/dog-brain-facts-understanding-canine-cognition
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To answer my original question, yes, dogs do think. Their cognitive level is about 
that of a 3 to 5 year old child. In some ways dogs are smarter than humans. They 
have us well trained. I mean they bark and we open the door to let them out. They 
want to play so they bring their balls to us, and we oblige. They look at their dog 
dishes and we fill them up with food. They have us wrapped around their paws. 
 

by Julie MoreFrom Our Readers      
Thank you, Betty, for asking about clipping your dogΩs nails. I did some research 
and basically found 3 different methods you can use: 
 

Á nail clippers 

Á Dremel type tools  

Á manual nail files  

 
The article Iƻǿ ǘƻ ¢ǊƛƳ ŀ 5ƻƎΩǎ bŀƛƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ /ƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ explains that άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ your 
dog is uncomfortable with the use of nail cutters, the good news is there are 
alternatives. Many pet owners prefer the use of a motorized nail file or Dremel tool 
that is often less stressful for dogs, as it eliminates the pinching sensation 
associated with clippers. Manual filing is time-consuming, but for an extremely 
ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ŘƻƎΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  
My dog hates to get his nails clipped. However, he loves his vet and would let her 
do anything. She cuts his nails and I manually file them between visits.  
 

Thank you, Kit, for asking how often you should 
bathe your dog. My research found that there are as 
many theories as there are dog owners.  The article 
What you need to know about washing & brushing 
your dog says that ά²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŘƻƎ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎƘ 
them too frequently. Doing so can dry out the skin, 
interfere with external worming and flea treatments, 
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƪƛƴ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΦέ  They 
recommend about every 4 weeks.  
 

https://wagwalking.com/grooming/trim-a-dogs-nails-without-clippers
https://www.rspcapetinsurance.org.au/pet-care/health/washing-brushing-your-dog
https://www.rspcapetinsurance.org.au/pet-care/health/washing-brushing-your-dog
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I like the approach that the article How Often Should You Bathe A Dog takes. It 
points out that you should consider how active your dogs are, their skin condition, 
and άƘƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
muck to become trapped in it, or are they short-haired with a coat less likely to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘƛǊǘȅΚέ 
 
In her article How Often Should You Bathe Your Dog? Groomers Weigh In, Kristina 
Lotz quotes Jorge Bendersky, a celebrity dog groomer, ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ 
.ŜƴŘŜǊǎƪȅ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΥ Ψ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŀǎƘ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 
ƘǳƎƎŀōƭŜΦΩ έ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ  very good and easy advice to follow. (Chuckle) 
 
 

Virtual Discussion Group  
 

 
 

Join our virtual discussion groups on Sundays at 3pm or Wednesdays at 1pm. We 
discuss topics like clicker training, commercial dog food ingredients, equipment for 
your special needs pup, etc. To join the group email morejulie@hotmail.com and 
we will send you an email with the link to join us on Zoom. 

 

RDOC Dog Park Clean-Up Events 
Unfortunately, we couldnΩt hold our Spring Park Clean-Up events due to the 
pandemic. It looks like we may be able to have our Fall Park Clean-Up events. The 
tentative dates for Bruce Pit are Saturday, September 4th from 9 am to 10 am (rain 
date Sunday, September 5th), and for Conroy Pit are Saturday, September 11th 
from 9 am to 10 am (rain date Monday, September 13th). Again, it all depends on 
the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. Please refer to our website for updated 
information www.responsibledogowners.ca 

https://www.petplan.co.uk/pet-information/blog/how-to-bathe-a-dog/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/how-often-should-you-wash-your-dog/
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/
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+ÉÄȭÓ 3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ  
Welcome to our monthly Kids and Pups Edition of the Dog Guardian newsletter. It 
is aimed at the 3-8 year old age group. You can read the Kids and Pups newsletters 
here.   
 

 

And just a friendly reminder to visit our website for the 

latest edition of the Kids Activity Page 

 

 

Canadian Canine Good Citizen (CCGC) Test Program  
Have you thought of hosting a Canadian Canine Good Citizen Test? As it says on 
our website, it is άa great opportunity for clubs, organizations and shelters to 
encourage and reward responsible dog owners, and earn money to support their 
ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎΦέ 
  

            

For more information: 
click on http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct-info.html  
or email morejulie@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/kidspage/activitypage-main.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct-info.html
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
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Fundraisers  
We would like to thank you for participating in our fundraisers. We have quite a 
few on the go: 
 
 

    by Julie More Garage Sale

Our garage sale on Saturday, August 21st was a great success. We raised $402. 
Woohoo! Well done everyone! A big THANK YOU to everyone for their help, and 
an especially big THANK YOU to Ann Empey for supplying most of the items for the 
sale. Because of all of you RDOC should be able to stay afloat. Yippee! Please save 
all your unwanted treasures for next yearΩs garage sale. We hope to make this an 
annual event. 
 

      
 

IF YOU ARE ENJOYING THIS NEWSLETTER  

PLEASE CONSIDER 

MAKING A DONATION TO RDOC  

OR TAKING OUT A MEMBERSHIP  
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 Ȭ&ÕÎÄÓÃÒÉÐȭ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒ  

For those of you who are new to RDOC, the beauty of this fundraiser is that it 
will  cost you nothing more than the price of a gift card - all you need to do is 
purchase a gift card, and use it for a gift, or for yourself.  
 
Click on the following link to find out what the fundraiser is all about, and how to 
participate: https://www.fundscrip.com. Click on ΨSupport a GǊƻǳǇΩ; enter the 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻŘŜ Ψ²aD²5wΩ; then click on Search. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presents for Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.  
As the pandemic continues and we are stuck in our houses, it is difficult to come 
up with birthday, anniversary, Easter, etc. presents. Never fear, RDOC comes to 
the rescue. ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ to RDOC? 
 

For more information, please email morejulie@hotmail.com.  

https://www.fundscrip.com/
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
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)Î -ÅÍÏÒÙ /Æȣ.. 
 

Losing a pet is hard, especially during a pandemic. Our pets have 
been with us in good times and bad. Why not celebrate his or her 
life by making a donation in ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘΩǎ name to RDOC? His or her 
name will appear on the memories page of our website. For more 
information please email morejulie@hotmail.com  
 

 
 

 

Ȭ4ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÒ /×ÎÅÒ &ÏÒ ! 7ÁÌË !ÎÄ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ 2$/#ȭ 

Fundraiser  
 

Our 5th ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ψ¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ w5h/Ω 
fundraiser is back again this year. The walk will take place from 
Monday, September 13th to Sunday, September 19th. Each of the 
participants will walk a total of 7 hours during the week.  
 
We hope you will sponsor our dog-ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ǘŜŀƳs again this 
year. The dogs are already starting to whip their owners into 
shape, by making sure they practise every day.   
 
 

 

Cards and Designs by Jenn 
/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ WŜƴƴΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  
http://www.facebook.com/cardsanddesignsbyjenn 
 

Thank you, Jenn, for donating some of the money you made selling your cards. We 
really appreciate your donation.  
 

 

mailto:memories%20page%20of%20our%20website
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/cardsanddesignsbyjenn
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Membership  
 

Please consider joining RDOC. We would love to have you as a member. 

Single /  family membership:  $25 

Senior /  disabled persons / full time student membership:  $15 

Non-profit groups:  $35 

Corporate membership:  $60 

 

To join RDOC or to renew your membership, please email us    
or go to our website at: http://www. responsibledogowners.ca/membership.html 

 
 

 
Why not purchase a gift certificate? LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƎƛŦǘΣ 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƎƛŦǘΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ a new puppy gift, a welcome to a 
newly moved-in family in the neighbourhood gift, and much 
more. Email inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca 

 

 

Advertising program  
 

RDOC is pleased to introduce our newsletter and brochure advertising programs.  

We have 2 newsletters: 

The Dog Guardian Newsletter   
 

The newsletter you are reading now is a quarterly online**  newsletter dealing 
with everyday dog ownership issues. We cover a variety of topics including indoor 
fun with your pup; dog dementia; winter sports; travelling with your pet; moving 
to a retirement home with your 4-legged friend, etc.  

www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletters.html 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com?subject=Membership
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/membership.html
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com?subject=Membership
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletters.html
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The Kids & Pups Edition of The Dog Guardian Newsletter   
 

A monthly online**  newsletter devoted to educating children on safe interactions 
with dogs. Some of the topics covered in past issues have been fun websites for 
kids about dogs; indoor activities with their pups; teach your dog a trick; dogs with 
jobs (e.g. guide dogs); DogsΩ Den storybook (e.g. how to meet a dog), etc. 

www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html 

** In addition to being published online, our newsletters go to our members, vets, 
animal hospitals, groomers, kennels, dog training schools, dog breed clubs, etc. 
The Kids & Pups Edition newsletters also go to day cares, nursery schools and 
CHEO (¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ - their Child Life Department in 
Ottawa).  
 
As you can see, we cover all sorts of businesses and interest groups, and our prices 
are very reasonable: 

 

Dog Guardian Newsletter:  
 
Full page $60  
Half page $45  
Quarter page $25  
Business card size $15  
Members get a 10% 
discount   

Kid's Edition of  the Dog 
Guardian newsletter:  
 
Full page $40  
Half page $25  
Quarter page $15  
Members get a 10% 
discount   

Brochure  

 

Full panel $100 
Half panel $50 
1/3 panel $40 
Members get a 10% 
discount  

 

Thank you for considering advertising in our newsletters and brochure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this 
newsletter. We really appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A 

special thank you goes to Kit Watson for the final proofreading.   
Jill & Julie (newsletter co-editors) 

 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html
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Resources 
NEW PUPPY VS. ADOPTION 

Adopting Vs. Buying A Dog Or Puppy 

²Ƙȅ L ²ƻƴΩǘ tƭŀȅ Lƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ ǾǎΦ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊ 5Ŝōŀte 

Should You Buy a Puppy or Rescue a Dog? 

Should I adopt a dog or buy a puppy? 

Adopting a dog vs buying from a breeder: Which is the better choice for you? 

 

DOG{Ω LIVES IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 

How Dogs Live in Other Countries Will Surprise You 

A Guide to Worldwide Pet Ownership 

The 20 Most Dog-Friendly Countries In The World 

Is a Love of Dogs Mostly a Matter of Where You Live? 

Three Things I Learned Moving My Dogs to Four Countries 

 

¸h¦w 5hDΩ{ ¢Ih¦DI¢{ 

What Do Dogs Think About? 

The Mysterious Mind of the Dog 

How Smart Is a Dog Really? The Secrets of a Canine Mind 

Understanding how dogs think 

Dog Brain Facts: Understanding Canine Cognition 

 

 

Responsibility   ·    Respect   ·   Recognition  

 
Contact RDOC by:   

E-mail : inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca  

Phone: 613 -868 -2201   Please leave a message  

   
Write to us at:  

RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail , 

Stittsville,  ON K2S 1C9, Canada  

Or visit us online at:  

www.responsibledogowners.ca  

 

https://thehappypuppysite.com/adopting-vs-buying-a-dog/
https://www.puppyleaks.com/rescue-vs-breeder-debate/
https://www.ck9training.co.uk/blog/should-you-buy-a-puppy-or-rescue-a-dog/
https://www.royalcanin.com/us/dogs/thinking-of-getting-a-dog/should-i-adopt-a-dog-or-buy-a-puppy
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/adopting-a-dog-vs-buying-from-a-breeder-which-is-the-better-choice-for-you
https://barkpost.com/good/a-vision-of-dogs-around-the-globe/
https://www.petsecure.com.au/pet-care/a-guide-to-worldwide-pet-ownership/
https://bestlifeonline.com/most-pet-friendly-countries/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animals-and-us/201908/is-love-dogs-mostly-matter-where-you-live
https://be.chewy.com/pet-parenting-travel-three-things-i-learned-moving-my-dogs-to-four-countries/
https://www.cuteness.com/13708234/what-do-dogs-think-about
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/the-mysterious-mind-of-the-dog?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Science&utm_term=dogs%20humans%20love&gclid=CjwKCAjwqvyFBhB7EiwAER786UsD5gRGJDk8UtWneouTCwe57_581LSqJ741YXxECAvQaBra1zYftBoCL8EQAvD_BwE
https://time.com/4775436/how-smart-is-a-dog-really/
https://www.animal-job.co.uk/understanding-how-dogs-think.html
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/dog-brain-facts-understanding-canine-cognition
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/
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FROM OUR READERS 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ ¢ǊƛƳ ŀ 5ƻƎΩǎ bŀƛƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ /ƭƛǇǇŜǊǎ 

What you need to know about washing & brushing your dog 

How Often Should You Bathe A Dog 

How Often Should You Bathe Your Dog? Groomers Weigh In 

 
YL5{Ω {9/¢Lhb 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html 
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/kidspage/activitypage-main.html                     

 
CCGC 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct-info.html 
or email morejulie@hotmail.com 

 
FUNDRAISERS 

https://www.fundscrip.com/ 
http://www.facebook.com/cardsanddesignsbyjenn 
 
IN MEMORY OFΧΦΦ 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/memories.html 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

To join RDOC or to renew your membership, please email: inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca  
or go to our website at: www.responsibledogowners.ca/membership.html  
 
NEWSLETTERS 

The Dog Guardian Newsletter: www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletters.html 
¢ƘŜ YƛŘΩǎ Edition of the Dog Guardian newsletter:  
www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wagwalking.com/grooming/trim-a-dogs-nails-without-clippers
https://www.rspcapetinsurance.org.au/pet-care/health/washing-brushing-your-dog
https://www.petplan.co.uk/pet-information/blog/how-to-bathe-a-dog/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/how-often-should-you-wash-your-dog/
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/kidspage/activitypage-main.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct-info.html
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
https://www.fundscrip.com/
http://www.facebook.com/cardsanddesignsbyjenn
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/memories.html
mailto:inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/membership.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletters.html
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/newsletter-kids_version.html

