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Hi everybody
Welcome to the January issue of the Kids Edition Dog Guardian newsletter.
For those of you who are new members, let us introduce ourselves. We are
the Dog Guardian newsletter co-editors’ dogs - Tyler, Julie’s pup and Morgan,
Jill’s pup. We decided the Kids newsletter needed articles written by us. We
want to give you our perspective of being responsible around us.
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We Are Special

by Tyler

This month I would like to tell you about another herding dog, the Rough
Collie. The most famous Rough Collie is Lassie from the “Lassie Come Home”
movie and TV shows. Rough Collies are very smart dogs - they make great
pets, are very loyal and have lots of energy. According to Wikipedia, Rough
Collies were bred to herd sheep in Scotland. They weigh around 25 kg (55 lbs),
and are about 55 cm (21”) tall. They can live between 14 and 16 years.
Here are some fun facts about collies: “Collie Dog Information, Fun Facts and
Puppy Pictures : 2020 Edition” by Carlotta Cooper
they are smart (almost as smart as you)
very loyal (will love you forever)
great with kids and other pets
good natured, sensitive and often guess what you want (yep, they can read
your mind)
they are protective, but not aggressive
they love to bark; so you may have to teach them to stop barking on
command
you have to socialize them, so they won’t be shy
they love dog sports like agility, rally, herding, obedience
they make great movie stars
Collie puppies are very cute, they look like little fur balls
they need lots of exercise
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Very Useful Things To Learn

by Morgan

In our July newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful Things To
Learn”. We are going to tell you about things we learned that make us safe,
well behaved, and (best of all) earn us lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof! They
are easy skills to teach us. In the last 6 months we covered “sit”, “come”,
“learning your name”, “leave it”, “focus”, and “lie down”. This month we are
going to talk about 2 commands: “speak” and “quiet”.
In the last section, Tyler told you about Rough Collies. He said they love to
bark, and recommended that you teach them to stop barking on command.
Can you really do that? Yes, you can, but first you have to teach your pup to
bark on command.
Wikipedia “How to Teach Your Dog the Stop Barking Command” suggests that
you use a quiet place for this training session. Tell your dog “speak”, then wait
until he barks, click (or praise him), and give him a very yummy treat. Repeat
this a million times until he gets the idea. OK, maybe a little fewer than a
million. Woofie! Woof!
Your dog might need a bit of help with this command.
You could try having someone ring the doorbell right
after you say “speak”. Then, when he barks, you can
immediately give him his treat. Hopefully, he will soon
start barking when you say “speak”.
That’s fine, but how do you get him to stop barking? Say
“quiet”, and hold a very yummy treat in front of his nose.
As soon as he stops barking to sniff the treat, you click
and give him the treat. Repeat this a million times too.
I hope you understand my doggie instructions. Hmmm, I
think Wikipedia explains it much better. Ask an adult to
read the article with you and help you train your pup.
3

Dogs' Den Storybook

by Tyler

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about having fun and
being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask us questions about things you
want to know about dogs. Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com
and we will try to answer them.

Here is this month’s question from Betty:
“Are dog stairs or dog ramps better for
my elderly dog?”

A very good question, Betty. It’s not only elderly dogs who have problems
getting into cars. I had problems even when I was a young pup. Julie decided
she wanted me to be independent, so she got me a little foot stool. I put my
front paws on the car seat, and then push myself off the little stool with my
hind legs to get the rest of my body into the car.
As for older dogs, according to the article “Does Your Dog Need A Dog Ramp
Or Dog Stairs?” it depends on what your dog needs. If the problem is getting
your dog into the car, then a sturdy outdoor ramp will do the job. You can get
one that collapses or folds up for easy storage. If your dog just wants to get on
the furniture, then a portable lightweight stair is recommended.
Jazz, an older Golden Retriever, loves her new dog ramp!
An example of a portable
stair, by Pet Gear:
The ramp
folds up,
making it
easy to
carry and
store.
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“Spot a Well Behaved Pup” Scavenger Hunt

by Morgan and Tyler

In the “Very Useful Things To Learn” section we talked about things well
behaved pups learn. Let’s go on a “Well Behaved Pup” scavenger hunt. Go for
a walk in your neighbourhood with an adult friend. In your scavenger hunt
look for:
A pup who is sitting
A pup who is lying down
A pup who comes when his owner calls him
A pup who looks at his owner, and listens to what his owner says
A pup who walks nicely beside his owner
How did you do? Were the puppies easy to find?
Who spotted the pups first, you or your friend? How long did it take you to
find all 5 puppies?

Colouring Contest

by Morgan

Wow! It’s a maze. I love mazes, especially doggie mazes. Woofie! Woof!
The authors of “The Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity booklet (P.19)
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/studies.html have a job for you. Get to
know the pups in your neighbourhood, and where they live. That way you
know which dogs don’t belong there. Let an adult know if you see a strange
dog. Adults know how to find the owners of lost pups, just like they know how
to find the parents of kids who get lost.
Print out the page with the picture of the maze (see
page 7), colour it, and scan or take a photo of it, then
send it to us at morejulie@hotmail.com with your
email address.
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Thank You
A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We
really appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to
Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the newsletter. Tyler and Morgan
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