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Hi everybody
Welcome to the December edition of the Kids Dog Guardian newsletter. For
those of you who are new members, let us introduce ourselves. We are the
Dog Guardian newsletter co-editors’ dogs - Tyler, Julie's pup, and Morgan,
Jill's pup. We decided the Kids newsletter needed articles written by us. We
want to give you guys our perspective of being responsible around us.
1

We Are Special

by Tyler

This month I would like to tell you about my friend Gus, along with the last US
President Barack Obama’s 2 dogs, Bo and Sunny. What do these 3 dogs have
in common, you ask? They are all Portuguese Water dogs. According
to Wikipedia they originated (yes, you guessed it!) from Portugal 😊. Their job
was to herd fish into fishermen’s nets. So, Australian Shepherds (we talked
about them in the September 2019 newsletter) herd sheep, and Portuguese
Water dogs herd fish. Very interesting. Woofie! Woof! They were also trained
to retrieve lost nets and tackle. Another job they had was to carry messages
from one ship to another.
Portuguese Water dogs weigh between 16 and 27 kg (35 to 60 lb), and are
between 43 and 57 cm (17 to 27 in) tall. They live for 10 to 14 years.
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I really like the article “5 Things to Know About Portuguese Water Dogs”
by Melissa Smith. According to Melissa, Portuguese Water Dogs, or PWDs, are
very active, need lots of exercise, and have webbed feet which help them
swim. They have curly or wavy coats, and don’t shed. Their owners are very
happy about that 😊. They are very smart, hardworking, and loyal dogs. In
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fact, they are so intelligent that sometimes they out smart their owners. They
are good with kids, and other pets (except Gus, who loves to chase cats!).
They make very good watchdogs.
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Very Useful Things To Learn

by Morgan and Tyler

In our July newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful Things To
Learn”. We are going to tell you about things we learned that make us safe,
well behaved, and (best of all) earn us lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof! They
are easy skills to teach us. In the last 5 months we have covered “sit”, “come”,
“learning your name”, “leave it”, and “focus”. This month we are going to talk
about the “lie down” command.
We like the “lie down” command, especially when we are tired. Woofie!
Woof! It comes in very handy when we are in the line-up at pet stores waiting
to pay for our yummy cookies. It even earns us extra treats in the vet offices.
They see us lying down - they think we are such well-behaved dogs that they
give us cookies. We have these people pretty well figured out (chuckle).
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It’s easy to teach your dog to lie down. Ask an adult to help you read the
“How to Teach Your Puppy to Lie Down” article. It tells you how to teach this
very useful skill in nice easy steps.

Dogs' Den Storybook

by Morgan

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about having fun and
being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask us questions about things you
want to know about dogs. Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com
and we will try to answer them.

Here is this month’s question:

“Why should you train your pup?”

Great question. Here are some of the reasons why I feel it is very important to
train your dog. First, it creates a bond between us. It also teaches us what
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behaviours you like. For example, nobody likes a dog jumping up at them.
Everybody likes a dog sitting patiently looking at them, and waiting for the fun
things you will do together next. In my doggy
experience, I am more likely to get a cookie by
sitting patiently, than by jumping up.
Training gets us to use our brain. That’s good for us.
Did you know that using our mind is using energy,
and that we get just as tired as going on a walk? The
difference is that we are using mental energy, not
physical energy.
A well trained dog is also a safe dog. Tyler's friend’s
owner just has to say “car” when they are out running, and his black lab
knows that means a car is coming, and to move over to the side of the road,
sit and wait until the car passes. A very safe thing to do.

Colouring Contest

by Tyler
On page 18 of the “Fido, Friend or
Foe?” activity booklet, the authors ask
you to “Never put your hands
between two dogs: Dogs like to play
with each other. If they get overly
excited, they could accidentally bite
you.”
Print out the picture on the next page,
colour it, and scan or take a photo of
it, then send it to us at
morejulie@hotmail.com with your
email address.
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“Doggy Bingo” Game

by Morgan and Tyler

Introducing “Morgan and Tyler’s Doggy Bingo” game!
What’s a doggy bingo game? Well, it’s like your regular bingo game except we
changed it a little. For example, the bingo cards only have 9 sections instead
of the usual 25. We use pictures not numbers. Our game only comes with 2
cards, Tyler’s card and Morgan’s card. Here are the instructions on how to set
up and play the game:
1. Ask an adult to print out the 3 pages (the bingo chips page, Morgan’s
page and Tyler’s page).
2. Ask an adult to cut out the picture squares on the bingo chips page.
3. Take a small bag. Put the bingo chips in the bag. Yep, it even has a name.
It’s called a Bingo Chips Bag. Aren’t we imaginative? Woofie! Woof!
Shake the bag well.
4. Decide if you want to pretend to be Tyler or Morgan. Give the other
bingo card to your friend.
5. Ask an adult to shake the Bingo Chips Bag, pick a chip, and show it to
everyone.
6. Find the picture on your card and circle it with a crayon.
7. The person who first gets 3 in a row, or 3 across, wins.
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BINGO CHIPS (ask an adult to cut out the squares)
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MORGAN’S CARD
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TYLER’S CARD
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Thank You
A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We
really appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to
Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the newsletter. Tyler and Morgan
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Respect

.

Recognition

Contact RDOC by:
E-mail: inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca
Phone: 613-868-2201 Please leave a message
Write to us at:
RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail,
Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1C9, Canada
Or visit us online at:
www.responsibledogowners.ca
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