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THE RDOC DOG GUARDIAN NEWSLETTER
KIDS & PUPS EDITION — 2022 Issue #1
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Hi everybody

Welcome to Issue #1 of the 2022 Kids and Pups Edition of the RDOC Dog
Guardian newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us
introduce ourselves. We are RDOC members’ dogs Tango (Kit’s pup), Clara
(Betty and Jenn’s pup), and Daisy (Julie’s pup). We decided this newsletter
needed articles written by us. We want to give you our perspective of being
responsible around us. Tango, Clara and Daisy
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We Are 5pecial by Tango

Have you guys heard about Shiba Inu dogs? Me neither. Denise, one
of our members, asked Daisy’s mom about the breed since her
daughter was thinking of getting a pup. Julie went on the internet
and found the article Shiba Inu.

The article states that Shiba Inu dogs originally came from Japan.
“Shiba” means “small” in Japanese, and “Inu” means “dog”. Yep, they
are small. They weigh between 7.7 to 10.4 kg (17 to 23 Ibs), and are
between 33 to 43 cm (13 and 17 inches) tall. They live from 12 to 16
years.

These dogs are very smart, stubborn and independent. They are
difficult to train. Early socialization is important so they learn how to
get along with kids, adults and other pets. They are possessive dogs.
They do not want to share anything. It’s theirs, and that’s the way
they like it. Woofie!

Here are some more fun facts about this breed from the article
8 Things You Didn’t Know About the Shiba Inu by Jan Reisen:

* They have pointed ears, red coats, and black noses. What other
animals do they remind you of? Yep, you are right, they look like
foxes.

* They came from Japan. They have been around for a long time,
since 7000 B.C. Wow! That’s a very long time.

* They are hunting dogs.

* They are a lot like cats. They are independent, difficult to train and
spend“ @ | ot of time grooming thei
extremely c¢clean.”
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https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/shiba-inu#/slide/1
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/8-shiba-inu-facts/

Shiba Inu




Daisy’s Diary by Daisy

| have been learning a lot during the past
month. | have met my new vet. | like her very
much. | didn’t like the vaccines she gave me,
but | sure liked the treats that she gave me for
being such a brave puppy.

On Friday | met my new groomer. Her name is
Aunt Shannon. She is my cousin Beau’s and
Shadow’s groomer too. | had a good time. |
got to meet some other dogs. | was bathed
and got my nails clipped etc. | like Aunt Shannon very much.

Last month | was telling you about my “blankie”, my safe place. | am
getting good at going on my blankie, but we still have a long way to
go. That’s the thing about learning. It takes a long time to become
very good. Lucky for me my mom is very patient.

| am learning a lot. | am learning my name, sit, lay down, stay, leave
it, off, and no biting. It will take me a long time to be good at these
things. Learning is very hard. My mom knows that, so she is very
happy when | learn something new. We practice a lot. | get lots of
treats when we are practicing.

My mom holds a treat right above my head. | look up to try to see
it...and my bum goes down. My mom clicks, and gives me a treat.



Let me tell you about this thing
that clicks. It’s called a “clicker”.

When it clicks, very good things
happen. | get yummy treats and
am told that | am a very good girl.

clickers

The clicker is fast becoming one of my best friends. Woofie!
Woof!

Dogs’ Den Storybook by Clara

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about having fun and
being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask us questions about things you
want to know about dogs, or just send us a note about your pup and his
friends. Email your questions and comments to morejulie@hotmail.com .

Daisy would like to ask my mom:

Betty, how did you find Clara?
What did you have to do to adopt her?

Hi Daisy,

When Jennifer and | decided that we were ready for a new dog, we looked
over all the dogs pictured on various rescue sites, but we didn’t see any that
fit our needs. We heard that the Humane Society had a “Concierge” program.
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mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
https://ottawahumane.ca/adopt/concierge-program/

For this program, you fill out an application on the Humane Society website
and someone from the Humane Society will call you when a dog comes up
that seems to fit your needs.

This sounded like a good idea, so we filled out the application and emailed it
to them. We said that we would like a dog that was friendly towards people
and other dogs and cats and that we didn’t mind what age the dog was or if
he/she had some medical issues.

It was a couple of weeks later when we got the call
that a 4 year old black Labrador named Clara was
available. They sent us a picture and a brief
description. She sounded perfect. She did have
some medical issues (poor teeth, ear infections
and allergies) but we were prepared to deal with
them.

We quickly made the appointment to see her and
fell in love with her immediately, and decided we
wanted to adopt her. However, first we were put on a program called “Foster
me First” because of her medical problems.

We were given some medication and had to bring her back to the Humane
Society for 3 appointments with their Veterinarian. The Vet had to check that
her gums had healed from the dental surgery (she had 8 teeth removed
because they were broken or rotten) and that she had recovered from her ear
infections and her skin allergies. After the third appointment the Vet cleared
her, and we were allowed to sign the adoption papers. Clara officially became
our very own dog... Yippee! “Woof, Woof! I’'m happy now!” says Clara.

| hope this answers your questions, Daisy. Betty



https://ottawahumane.ca/adopt/adoption-faq/#answer13
https://ottawahumane.ca/adopt/adoption-faq/#answer13

Colouring Contest byTango

Betty, Clara’s mom, asked us to bring back the Colouring Contest
section of our newsletter. Each month we used to talk about a safety
tip from the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet, and then asked
you to colour the picture.

Fido, Friend or Foe?

The puppy in this picture asks you to “Please don’t
N ‘;g\ hug a dog you don’t know.” Put yourself in the
/ - X pup’s place. How would you like it if a stranger
( Y\ came up to you and gave you a big hug? Your

o (: ‘// r 7TXA L .Y parents would be very upset too.

( / i ~<‘” ( 1> i \‘\/ i

W N A NN *1;/*‘%

AT A “The Fido, Fri 7 Activi

SACY - 128\ On page 17 of “The Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity
L 5 %)

Booklet the authors cautionthat® Some dogs
not like to be hugged. If you hug a dog and put your
face close to his, he ma\

Never hug a dog.

Print out the picture from the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet (it’s on
the last page of this newsletter), colour it, and scan or take a photo of it, then
send it to us at morejulie@hotmail.com with your email address. We would

love to show everyone your coloured picture in our next newsletter!

You can ask your mom to download the whole activity booklet. Here is the
link to the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet in English and French.
(both files are in pdf format)


http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/studies.html
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf

The “lLet’s Test Your Memory” Game by Daisy and Clara

Yep, it’s time to test your memory again. Are you guys ready for our
tricky questions? OK! Here we go.

1. Why is this newsletter written by 3 dogs?

2. What are the names of the 3 co-editors?

3. Why does Denise want to know about Shiba Inu dogs?

4. Did these dogs come from Japan or Germany?

5. What did Daisy think of her first vet visit?

6. Why is the clicker one of Daisy’s best friends?

7. How did Betty and Jenn find Clara?

8. Why did Clara have to go on the “Foster me First” program?
9. Why shouldn’t you hug a dog you don’t know?

10. How do you go about downloading the “Fido, Friend or Foe?”
Activity Book?

(Answers ar@n pagel0. Nopeeking. Woofie! Woof!



Thank You

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We really
appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to Kit Watson for the
final proofreading of the newsletter.

Responsibility - Respect ° Recognition

Contact RDOC by:
E-mail: inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca
Phone: 613-868-2201 Please leave a message

Write to us at:
RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail,
Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1C9, Canada

Or visit us online at:
www.responsibledogowners.ca

Resources

We Are Special
Shiba Inu
8 Things You Didn’t Know About the Shiba Inu

Dogs’ Den Storybook

Humane Society “Concierge” program

Foster me First

Colouring Contest

“Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet E’ English E‘ French
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Answers For The “lLet’s Test Your Memory” Game

1. Why is this newsletter written by 3 dogs? They want to give you their perspective of
being responsible around dogs.

2. What are the names of the 3 co-editors? Tango, Daisy and Clara

3. Why does Denise want to know about Shiba Inu dogs? Her daughter would like a Shiba
Inu puppy.

4. Did these dogs come from Japan or Germany? They came from Japan.

5. What did Daisy think of her first vet visit? She liked her vet. She didn’t like the vaccines
the vet gave her, but she sure liked the treats that she got for being such a brave puppy.

6. Why is the clicker one of Daisy’s best friends? When the clicker clicks, very good things
happen. Daisy gets yummy treats and is told that she is a very good girl.

7. How did Betty and Jenn find Clara? They heard about the Humane Society’s
“Concierge” program. They filled out an application on the Humane Society website and
someone from the Humane Society called them when a dog came up for adoption that
would fit well into their home. That dog turned out to be Clara. Woofie! Woof!

8. Why did Clara have to go on the “Foster me First” program? Clara had to go on the
“Foster me First” program because she had medical issues. She had to stay on this
program until all her medical issues were treated. Then Betty and Jenn were able to
adopt her.

9. Why shouldn’t you hug a dog you don’t know? Some dogs don’t like to be hugged.
They may get very upset with you. They may bark, growl or even nip at you.

10. How do you go about downloading the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet? Ask
your mom to download the whole Activity Booklet by clicking on the word “English” if
you want it in English, or “French” if you would like it in French.
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Fido, Friend or Foe? 17

Never hug a dog.




