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Hi everybody  

Welcome to the 9th issue of the 2021 Kids and Pups Edition of the RDOC Dog 
Guardian newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us 
introduce ourselves. We are RDOC members’ dogs Tyler, Julie’s pup, and 
Tango, Kit’s pup. We decided this newsletter needed articles written by us. 
We want to give you our perspective of being responsible around us.   
Tango and Tyler 
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We Are Special      by Tango 

Some people thought that Kelley, Tyler’s sister, was a Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retriever. Kelley was a Golden Retriever. She was small and had a reddish 
coat. According to Wikipedia, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers are often 
mistaken for small Golden Retrievers. They are the smallest of the Retrievers 
group. They weigh between 17 to 23 kg (37 to 51 lbs). They are 45 to 51 cm 
(18 to 20 in) tall. They have a reddish coat with a soft, dense undercoat. Their 
nickname is “Toller”. 
 
Tollers are very smart, full of energy, alert, curious, and eager to please. They 
are good with children. They get along with other dogs, but remember that 
they have a strong prey drive so may chase your cat and other small animals. 
You have to keep these pups very busy, or else they will think up things to do 
and you may not approve of their choice of activities. Woofie! Woof! They are 
happiest when they have a job to do. They love sports like agility, dock diving, 
hunting, disc catching, flyball, lure coursing, and search and rescue. They 
make great therapy dogs. 
 
 

 
Here is a picture of Kelley 

(Golden Retriever) 
 

 
 

Here is a picture of a Nova Scotia 
Duck Tolling Retriever.  
They sure do look alike.  

Woofie! Woof! 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nova_Scotia_Duck_Tolling_Retriever
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Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers  
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Very Useful Things To Learn – From Our Dogs To 

Yours     by Tyler  

 
In our July 2019 newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful 
Things To Learn.” We are going to tell you about things that make your pup 
safe, well behaved, and (best of all) earn him lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof!  
 
They are easy skills to teach. So far we have covered “sit”, “come”, “learning 
your name”, “leave it”, “focus”, “lie down”, “speak”, “quiet”, “fetch”, 
“emergency stop”, “stay”, “back up”, “heel”, “lay on your back”, “ring a bell”, 
“stand”, “close the door”, “shake a paw”, “wait”, “wave”, “roll over”, “spin”, 
“learning names of objects”, “put your paws up”, “crawl”, “take a bow”, “go 
to the bathroom on command”, and “wipe your paws”. 
 
Let’s do something fun. How about jumping through a hoop? According to the 
article 52 Tricks to Teach Your Dog, this is an easy trick to teach. All you need 
is a dog, a clicker, treats, a hula hoop and a helper. Now you are all set.  
 
Ask an adult friend to read the article with you. The two of you will have lots 
of fun training your pup to do this trick. Your friends will be so impressed. 
Woofie! Woof!  
 

  

Dogs’ Den  Storybook     by Tango 

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts 
about having fun and being safe around us. Now it’s your 
turn. Ask us questions about things you want to know 
about dogs, or just send us a note about your pup.  

Email your questions and comments to 
morejulie@hotmail.com  

 

http://www.doggiebuddy.com/topics/tricks/hoop.html
mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
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Raylene asked: 
 

òHow long can you leave a puppy alone?ó 
 
That’s a very good question. I did some research and it turns out that you can 
leave a puppy an hour for each month of his age after he turns 3 months old. 
So a 3-months old puppy could be left for up to 3 hours. And a 5-months old 
pup for 5 hours. Of course, you start with 20 minutes and work your way up 
to longer times.  
 
I found this article very helpful:  How Long Can You Leave a Puppy Alone?  
 

 

Colouring Contest     by Tyler 

 
Not every dog that wags its tail is friendly  

 
Betty asked us to bring back the Colouring Contest section of our newsletter. 
Each month we used to talk about a safety tip from the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” 
Activity Booklet and then asked you to colour the picture.  
 
We wag our tails for many reasons.  Sometimes we are happy, but other times 
we wag our tails because we are afraid or scared.  
 
In the picture below, our smiley pup asks you not to go up to a dog you don’t 
know, even if he wags his tail.  
 
The Fido, Friend or Foe? Activity Booklet explains on page v. “Not every dog 
that wags its tail is friendly (page 13): A dog may wag its tail when happy, 
defensive, or stressed, and it is not always easy to know the difference. A 
defensive or stressed dog may bite. Be safe and never approach a strange or 
unattended dog, even if it is wagging its tail.” 

https://www.goldenmeadowsretrievers.com/how-long-can-you-leave-puppy-alone/
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido
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Print out and colour the picture of the smiley pup (it’s on the very last page of 

this newsletter). Scan or take a photo of the picture you coloured, and send it 

to us at morejulie@hotmail.com with your email address. 

You can ask your Mom to download the whole activity booklet. Here is the 
link to the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Book in English,  or in  French. (Both 
books are in PDF format.) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf


7 
  

“Guess The Safety Rule” Game    by Tango 

Can you guess what safety rules we are asking questions about?  
 
Read each question and match it up with a safety rule answer. All safety rules 
are taken from the Fido, Friend or Foe? Activity Booklet.  
 

(The answers are on the last page. No peeking please) 
 
 
Questions: 
 
1. Why shouldn’t you take away a dog’s toy? Are dogs good sharers?  
 
2. Why is it a good idea to stay calm around dogs?  
 
3. Is it a good idea to reach through the fence to pet a dog?  
 
4. Should you talk to our owners first before meeting us?  
 
5. What should you do when your dog gets hurt?  

 

Safety Rules: 
 
A.  That’s a very bad idea. Please do not put your hand through a fence to pet 
a dog. Some of us are very protective of our homes. We will bark and growl at 
you. It’s our way of telling you to keep your hands to yourselves. 
 
B.  We know you want to help us when we get hurt, but please don’t touch us. 
The best way to help us is to get an adult. He or she will know what to do.  
 
C.  Please don’t take our toys away. Some of our doggy friends are very 
protective of their toys. They may bark or growl at you, which in doggy 
language means “Leave my stuff alone.” Woofie! Woof!  
 

http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido
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D.  We love to talk to you but please ask our owners first. Some of us are shy, 
and our owners can give you hints on how to meet us.  
 
E.  We would like you to be calm and relaxed around us. Some of our doggy 
friends get scared when people jump or scream near them. They may bark or 
growl at you. Some may just run away and hide.  

 

Thank You  

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We really 
appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to Kit Watson for the 
final proofreading of the newsletter.   Tyler and Tango 

 
 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

!ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άCƛŘƻΣ CǊƛŜƴŘ ƻǊ CƻŜΚέ Activity Booklet: 
 

1 - C  
2 - E  
3 - A  
4 - D  
5 - B 

Responsibility   ·    Respect   ·   Recognition  

 
Contact RDOC by:   

E-mail : inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca  

Phone: 613 -868 -2201   Please leave a message  

   
Write to us at:  

RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail , 
Stittsville, ON  K2S 1C9, Canada  

Or visit us online at:  

www.responsibledogowners.c a 

 

 

mailto:morejulie@hotmail.com
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/
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Resources 

 

WE ARE SPECIAL ς DUCK TOLLING RETRIEVERS 

Wikipedia 
 

VERY USEFUL THINGS TO LEARN 

52 Tricks to Teach Your Dog 
 

5hD{Ω 59b {¢hw¸.hhY 

How Long Can You Leave a Puppy Alone? 
 

COLOURING CONTEST 

“Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Book in English,  or in  French.  
(both books are in PDF format.) 
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido  

photos and clipart from corel.com, unsplash.com, google images 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nova_Scotia_Duck_Tolling_Retriever
http://www.doggiebuddy.com/topics/tricks/hoop.html
https://www.goldenmeadowsretrievers.com/how-long-can-you-leave-puppy-alone/
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-English-Feb7,2016.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/FidoFriendOrFoe/FidoFriendorFoe-French-2016April.pdf
http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/education.html#Fido
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