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Hi everybody
Welcome to Issue 2 of the 2021 Kids & Pups Edition of the RDOC Dog Guardian
newsletter. For those of you who are new members, let us introduce ourselves. We are
RDOC’s board members’ dogs - Tyler, Julie’s pup, and Gus, Betty’s and Jenn’s pup. We
decided this newsletter needed articles written by us. We want to give you our
perspective of being responsible around us. Tyler and Gus
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We Are Special

by Gus

This month I would like to introduce you to Irish Setters. I love their silky
reddish coats. Yep, you guessed it, they came from Ireland. According to
Wikipedia, these fun pups are between 24 to 28 inches (61 to 71 cm) tall. They
weigh between 55 to 75 lbs. (25 to 34 kg) and live 11 to 12 years.
These pups are fun to have. To quote from the “Irish Setters” article by
Dogtime, “When you live with an Irish Setter, you can be assured of having a
happy, friendly companion who’s always ready to rock and roll.” They are very
friendly, smart, full of mischief, very curious and have lots and lots of energy.
They need to be kept busy, otherwise they will find their own fun which you
may not approve of. Woofie! Woof!
Irish Setters are great family pets and love all kinds of canine sports. It’s a
good idea to start training these pups young and to keep on reinforcing what
they have learned. Luckily, they love to learn and are very smart. They also
make great therapy dogs. They are not very good guard dogs ‒ they are way
too friendly, just like me. Woofie! Woof!
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Very Useful Things to Learn – From Our Dogs to Yours
by Tyler
In our July 2019 newsletter we started a new section called “Very Useful
Things to Learn.” We are going to tell you about things that make your pup
safe, well behaved, and (best of all) earn him lots of cookies. Woofie! Woof!
They are easy skills to teach.
So far we have covered “sit”, “come”, “learning your name”, “leave it”,
“focus”, “lie down”, “speak”, “quiet”, “fetch”, “emergency stop”, “stay”, “back
up”, “heel”, “lay on your back”, “ring a bell”, “stand”, “close the door”, “shake
a paw”, “wait”, “wave” and “roll over”.
I bet you thought we had run out of things to teach your pup! No such luck.
Woofie! Woof!

Let’s learn something really neat!
I used to love spinning around when I
was a pup. It was so much fun. It’s
really easy to learn. When you do this
trick for people, they will laugh and
laugh. I like listening to people laugh.
Woof!

Ask an adult friend to read with you the article “How to Train Your Dog to
Spin” by Amy Bender. The two of you will have lots of fun training your pup
to spin.
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Dogs’ Den Storybook

by Gus

Over the last year we shared with you all our thoughts about having fun and
being safe around us. Now it’s your turn. Ask us questions about things you
want to know about dogs. Email your questions to morejulie@hotmail.com
and we will try to answer them.

Mary Lalonde’s son’s solution to the
following question:

“How do you solve the problem
of a lonely pup?”

Mary sent us a note about her son’s dog, Larry. Her son and his wife were
worried that when the pandemic is over and they go back to work, Larry will
be very lonely. So they got a kitten. His name is Earl. Larry and Earl are great
friends.

Larry and Earl (picture from Mary Lalonde)
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Just a word of warning - not all cats and dogs get along so well as Earl and
Larry. Just ask my Mom. It took her ages to train me not to terrorize
Tuxedo. Now Tuxedo and I are great friends.

Gus and Tuxedo

***************************************************
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Colouring Contest

by Tyler

Betty, Gus’ Mom, asked us to bring back the Colouring Contest section of our
newsletter. Each month we used to talk about a safety tip from the “Fido,
Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet and then asked you to colour the picture.

Here is our message for this month:

We love to meet you, but please remember to ask our owners first.
They know us well and can tell you the best way to meet us.
The authors explain this really well in the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity
Booklet on page IV - “Dogs have their own way of meeting new people. They
use their sense of smell to understand who and what you are. Sometimes
they need a little time to feel comfortable around you.”
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Colour the picture from the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet. It’s on
page 12 of this newsletter.
Scan or take a photo of the picture you coloured, and send it to us at
morejulie@hotmail.com with your email address. We will include your picture
in next month’s newsletter!
You can ask your Mom to download the whole activity booklet. Here is the
link to the “Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet in
English
and
French.

The “What Am I Doing?” Game

by Gus

Over the years my Mom, Betty, has taught me a lot of things. How good
are you at figuring out what I have learned?
Here are 8 things. Can you guess from each description what I am doing?
OK, I will make it easier. Woofie! Woof! Beside each description I put 3
options. Circle the correct answer.
(Answers are on page 10. No peeking! Woofie! Woof!)
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1. My bum is on the floor. I am holding my head up. My front paws
are straight.
Am I: (1) sitting, (2) standing, or (3) shaking a paw?
2. I am sitting and giving my front paw to you.
Am I: (1) backing up, (2) shaking a paw, or (3) walking around in
a circle?
3. I am running around looking for something you threw. I find it and
bring it back to you.
Am I: (1) playing fetch, (2) doing an emergency stop, or (3)
ringing a bell?
4. I walk right beside you like a very good puppy.
Am I: (1) waving to you, (2) heeling, or (3) closing the door?
5. I am on my tummy, then on my back, then on my tummy.
Am I: (1) learning my name, (2) leaving the food that was
dropped on the floor, or (3) rolling over?
6. I move away from you while I am looking at you.
Am I: (1) backing up, (2) sitting, or (3) ringing the bell?
7. You can hear me. Then you can’t.
Am I: (1) rolling over, (2) sitting, or (3) speaking and then being
quiet?
8. I go to the back door and push something that’s hanging on the
door handle with my paw.
Am I: (1)sitting, (2) ringing the bell to be let out, or (3) heeling?
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Thank You
A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We
really appreciate your help. You are the greatest. A special thank you goes to
Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the newsletter. Tyler and Gus

Answers For The “What Am I Doing?” Game
1. Sitting
2. Shaking a paw
3. Playing fetch
4. Heeling
5. Rolling over
6. Backing up
7. “Speak”, “Quiet”
8. Ringing the bell
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Responsibility

·

Respect

·

Recognition

Contact RDOC by:
E-mail: inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca
Phone: 613-868-2201 Please leave a message
Write to us at:
RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail,
Stittsville, ON K2S 1C9, Canada
Or visit us online at:
www.responsibledogowners.ca

Resources
We Are Special
Wikipedia https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_Setter
“Irish Setters” https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/irish-setter#/slide/1
Very useful things to learn
“How to Train Your Dog to Spin” by Amy Bender
https://www.thesprucepets.com/train-a-dog-to-spin-1117296.
Colouring Contest
“Fido, Friend or Foe?” Activity Booklet in
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English and

French
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