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Highlights by Julie More
Yeepee! Summer is here! Finally! We
thought winter would never end
The main focus of this newsletter is training.
We have an article on how to become a
professional dog trainer, and also tips on
how to choose a trainer for your pup
(which really means for you and your pup,
since you are a team).
We are happy to announce that the CCGC
Testing program is up and running again.
Wondering how well-trained your dog is, and
how well the two of you work together? Sign
up to take the CCGC test, and find out!
Summer safety for your pooch is important.
We have an article discussing how to be safe
in the summer with your pet, while having
fun. And our ‘Dog Den’ trio are focusing on
guide dogs in this issue.
Don't forget to tell your kids or grandkids
about our colouring contest. It's on Page 2
of our newsletter. Get them to check out the
Kids Page. The link is on Page 10. Enjoy
reading the newsletter!

Board News
The board has been busy, as usual:
We are in the midst of our Spring Park Clean-ups.
We are holding our annual garage sale on June 2nd from 8 a.m. to noon. This time
it's in Kanata at 42 Bunting Lane.
We will participate with Ottawa Therapy Dogs at the Teddy Bear picnic on
Saturday June 23rd.
We are getting ready for the ‘Going to the Dogs’ Fundraiser. It will be held on
Sunday July 8th at 5:30 p.m. at the Rideau Carleton Raceway.
In September we will be holding our second annual ‘Take your owner for a walk

and support RDOC’ fundraiser.
We are also pleased to announce that the CCGC program has restarted! We would
like to thank everybody for their patience while we reorganized the program.
We are working on the ‘Dogs and Kids safety project’ for 5 to 8 year olds.
We are also developing a list of veterinarians/dog training schools in the
Ottawa area.

Colouring Contest
TIP: It is very important to take your pet to a
veterinarian for regular checkups. You go to your
doctor to make sure you are healthy, and so should
your dog. Don't forget dental checkups, grooming and
nail clipping.

Colour the large picture of the puppy at the vet on our
Kids Activity Page
Scan or take a photo of the picture you coloured, and
send it to us at morejulie@hotmail.com with your email
address.
We will choose a winner each month and post it in our
newsletter for everybody to see.

2

Dogs and Kids safety project
In the Spring newsletter we mentioned that some of the money raised from the ‘Take your owner for a
walk and support RDOC’ fundraiser is being used to develop an educational booklet for 5 to 8 year
olds on how to be safe around dogs while having fun. And we introduced our 3 authors: Tyler,
Morgan and Nellie. In this newsletter we would like to focus on the following important points:
1. The 3 pups tell us that they love to play with kids. They especially like playing ball. It's lots of fun.
2. They do not like being teased or chased. They point out that some dogs may feel threatened and
could bark or growl at you. It's their way of telling you to stop.
3. The third point reminds us that it is important to take your pup to the vet for regular checkups. It's
so important that we chose this point for our colouring contest in this newsletter.
Look for more doggie hints in our Fall newsletter.

From The Dogs’ Den
Hi everybody!
Yep, you guessed it. We are the famous dog trio, the Tyler, Morgan and Nellie
team. Did you guys know that some dogs have special jobs? Yep, they do. They
love their jobs.
In this newsletter we would like to tell you about guide dogs. They help people
who are blind to get around. Guide dogs go everywhere with their owners, like
restaurants, movie theatres, hospitals, the work place, schools, even on the airplane. A guide puppy
starts off like any other pup, learning the basics and exploring the world. He moves in with a family for
a year to 18 months. This is where the puppy learns to trust people, to have fun with kids, to play,
basic obedience, and lots more.
Then the puppy is ready for doggie university. He goes to the training centre where he learns
important things like how to lead his new blind owner, and things like just because he can go under
the tree branch, his owner, who is much taller, cannot. He also learns how to lead his owner across a
major intersection, how to behave at his owner's work place, and other essential skills. Then he gets
matched up with his new owner. They spend about a month at the training centre getting used to
each other and learning all the special skills they both need. Then, off to the bright new world full of
adventures and excitement.
Draw us a picture of a guide dog. Send it to morejulie@hotmail.com and we will print it in the next
newsletter. Thank you!
Tyler, Morgan and Nellie
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Becoming a Dog Trainer

by Julie More

Congratulations! You have a well behaved 2 year old dog. You worked hard! You dealt with house
training, chewing, teaching your puppy that pulling on the leash does not work to his advantage,
etc. You are wondering how that teenage hyper pup turned into such a nicely behaved dog. You
think back and you realize how much fun you had, and are still having, training your dog. Your friends
compliment you on your dog's behaviour and ask your advice about solving their dog's behaviour
problems. You have fun training your dog, you relate well to both people and dogs, you love teaching.
You think to yourself how does one become a professional dog trainer?
Good question. I searched on the web and found quite a few articles on the subject. There are lots of
different ways to become a dog trainer.

According to How to Become a Dog Trainer:
https://www.howtobecome.com/how-to-become-a-dog-trainer
‘Prospective dog trainers can get their training in a variety of ways. There are no college degree
programs that prepare people for careers in dog training, but some find specific courses helpful in
understanding the science behind animal behavior.’

There is a professional association of dog trainers called the Canadian Association of
Professional Pet Dog Trainers (CAPPDT) http://www.cappdt.ca
Scroll down on the menu and click on ‘Becoming a Professional Trainer’, or just click on this link:
http://www.cappdt.ca/becoming-a-professional-trainer
‘You will become a successful trainer if you make every effort to learn from other trainers and become
educated not only in dog training but many of the associated industries such as health and ethology.’

You can become a Certified Dog Trainer

http://www.ccpdt.org

‘The Certification Council for Professional Dog Trainers (CCPDT), established in 2001, is the
leading independent certifying organization for the dog training profession. The CCPDT is the leader
in the development of rigorous exams to demonstrate mastery of humane, science-based dog training
practices.’

‘Becoming a dog trainer is as hard or easy as you make it. Unregulated industry means trainers
have wide scope of education.’ (published in the Star newspaper www.thestar.com ) by Yvette Van
Veen, (animal behaviour consultant) Feb. 15, 2013
https://www.thestar.com/authors.van_veen_yvette.html
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Yvette Van Veen’s advice is to do your research well. She says:
"Prospective students may be surprised to learn that some trainers create their own program, certify
themselves and then proceed to certify anyone willing to pay.
Imagine if physicians bestowed doctorates upon themselves after reading a few books, and then went
on to certify other doctors."

Mary Hope Kramer (animal industry professional and writer with over a decade of experience)
points out in her article ‘Dog Trainer Job Description’: https://www.thebalance.com/dog-trainer125612
"Dog training is a career that combines knowledge of animal behavior with practical teaching skills.
Patience, consistency, and excellent communication skills (both verbal and nonverbal) help a trainer
to effectively teach their canine and human clients."

According to the article on Wikihow ‘How to Become a Dog Trainer’
https://www.wikihow.com/Become-a-Dog-Trainer
"Maybe you are a dog lover who is looking for a way to make a career out of your passion for
animals. Becoming a dog trainer is a great way for you to make money and find fulfillment doing
something that you enjoy."

In the Animalwised article ‘What Do You Need to Be a Professional Dog Trainer?’
https://www.animalwised.com/what-do-you-need-to-be-a-professional-dog-trainer-1290.html Josie F.
Turner (Journalist specialized in Animal Welfare) focuses on 3 major points:
1. What is a professional dog trainer like?
2. How long does it take to become a professional dog trainer?
3. How to become a professional dog trainer?
The article has lots of very useful information.

And I could go on. The information online is endless. The main point in most of the articles I read was
to do your research very thoroughly. There are so many different ways to become a dog trainer.
Whatever you decide on, make sure you research the program carefully. Ask for names of graduates
and contact them. Find out what they liked and didn't like in the course. Becoming a dog trainer is a
great career. As dog owners, we depend on you.
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How to choose a dog trainer
You just brought home this adorable little 9-week old black lab. What a cutie! He looks so sweet trying
to jump onto your lap when you are watching TV. All of a sudden, you have this vision of your pup
jumping on your lap when he is 2 years old and weighs 80 lbs. You decide you want to have a welltrained puppy, and it's not too early to start. But…..how to find a good dog trainer?

I really like Candice O'Connell's article ‘Selecting a Good Dog Trainer/Behaviorist’
www.responsibledogowners.ca/articles-misc.html#trainer
She compares finding a good dog trainer to selecting a personal trainer for yourself. In short, "You
want someone who has good communication skills, someone who uses tools and training techniques
that you are comfortable with, and you would like someone who motivates you."
Among other things, she points out what to look for in an instructor, and in a dog training class.

The Association of Professional Dog Trainers (APDT) website https://apdt.com/ has put together
a whole section for pet owners in the article ‘How to Choose a Dog Trainer’ on how to interview and
find the right trainer, and how to understand basic training information such as methodology,
equipment used, certifications and more.
The article also has a list of questions you can ask when interviewing a dog trainer. The website has
a section on resource materials, including a free webinar on how to choose a good trainer.

‘How can you make sure your dog trainer is the real deal?’ by Jolanta Benal, CPDT-KA, CBCCKA, The Dog Trainer (June 6, 2011) https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/pets/dog-behavior/how-tofind-a-good-dog-trainer
The article ‘How to Find a Good Dog Trainer’ has a section on ‘How Can You Tell Whether a Dog
Training Class Is Good or Bad?’ It has lots of great information. She points out that:
"Classes should be fairly small--five or six students per instructor is a good maximum. Ask to observe.
Positive reinforcement matters to people as much as it does to dogs, so the teacher should welcome
questions, encourage the humans, and build on what students do right, rather than focus on
mistakes."
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‘7 Tips for Finding the Right Dog Trainer’
https://www.rover.com/blog/finding-the-right-dog-trainer/
This article summarizes your mission:
"Just like humans, dogs have their own personalities and quirks—and we love them for it. As a pet
parent, you want to balance respecting your dog’s individuality with helping them become welladjusted, well-behaved pets."

In her article ‘How to Find a Good Dog Trainer’
https://www.petfinder.com/dogs/dog-training/find-dog-trainer/
Kellyann Conway (Certified Animal Behavior Consultant) suggests that you ask if you can observe a
class. Look to see if the dogs are happy; if the dog owners are happy; what's the trainer to dog ratio?
what's the classroom like? what training methods are being used, etc.
Kellyann ends her article summarizing why you go to all the trouble of training your dog: "In short, a
calm, well-behaved dog is a pleasure to have as a family member. So take some time to train your
best friend because you love your dog."

Good luck with your pup's training. You will find it lots of fun and it will build a stronger relationship
between you and your pup. You will also make lots of new friends, and so will your pup. You can start
with puppy kindergarten class and later, beside obedience classes, you can do fun training such as
agility or tracking. Nellie, my 13 year old Australian Shepherd loved agility in her younger days. The
problem was that she had to wait for me to keep up with her. She was fast and in great shape. I, too,
became faster and in better physical shape. Lucky for me Nellie was, and still is, a very patient dog!

‘Going to the Dogs’ fundraiser
The countdown is on for the ‘Going to the Dogs’ fundraiser on Sunday, July 8th at 5:30 p.m., at the
Rideau Carleton Raceway. Everybody is working hard to get sponsors and donations for the silent
auction.
Come and join us, and bring your friends. Tickets are $40; however, RDOC members and volunteers
will only pay $35. Consider becoming a member, and save yourself $5. The ticket includes an all-youcan-eat-buffet, live racing, $2 race coupon, valet service, coat check, and silent auction.
We are still looking for volunteers to get donations for our silent auction, distribute posters, help with
publicity, and help on the day of the event. Please email morejulie@hotmail.com and let us know
what you would like to help with. Thanks.
See you at the fundraiser
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Canadian Canine Good Citizen (CCGC) Test Program
RDOC is very pleased to announce that the Canadian Canine Good Citizen (CCGC) program is up
and running again! We would like to thank everybody for their patience while we reorganized the
program. Our new co-ordinator is Julie More, and she will be ably assisted by Shelly Korobanik of
Pooch Partners. Thank you, Shelly, for offering to help.
Check out Shelly’s great programs at her Pooch Partners website: www.poochpartners.ca
For all of our new members who are wondering what the CCGC is all about, let me give you a short
explanation, quoting from our RDOC website: http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/ccgct-info.html

WHAT IS IT?
"The CCGC Certification Program is a ten-step test that assesses a dog’s behaviour in simulated
everyday situations in a relaxed atmosphere. It identifies and rewards dogs that have the training and
demeanour to be reliable family and community members."
WHY PARTICIPATE?
"The purpose of the Canadian Canine Good Citizen Test is to ensure that our favourite companion
and assistant, the dog, is a respected member of the community because it is trained and conditioned
to act mannerly in the home, public places and in the presence of other dogs. All dogs over the age of
6 months are eligible for the test and certification, i.e. dogs with or without a pedigree."
WHAT DO YOU AND YOUR DOG GET OUT OF IT?
"Canadian Canine Good Citizen training is fun and useful. Through it, both the handler/owner and dog
will establish a closer bond and the dog will have the added benefit of knowing how to please his or
her handler/owner. The test of a dog’s manners and training is not a competition and does not require
the owner/handler and dog to perform with precision."

Safety tips for summer
Yeepee, SUMMER IS HERE! Good riddance to winter. Enough of snow,
freezing rain and cold weather. Welcome to sunshine, lazy hot days and cool
drinks while relaxing in the back yard. Our dogs love summer too. However,
here are some safety tips you should be aware of to keep your pet happy and
safe.
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The article "SUMMER SAFETY FOR PETS" on the Ottawa Humane Society website
http://www.ottawahumane.ca/your-pet/animal-tips/summer-safety-for-pets/ gives you a good
summary of what you should be aware of. For example:
do not leave dogs in hot cars
remember dogs don't sweat, therefore they get hot very fast
when the weather is hot, don't exercise them
The article is well written and has lots more, very useful information.
The ASPCA website https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/hot-weather-safety-tips
has an article called ‘Hot Weather Safety Tips’. It talks about knowing the signs so you can recognize
when your pet is getting over heated and what to do about it. It also warns about leaving your pet in
the car, and points out trouble your pet can get into when he is unsupervised around pools. Read the
article. It has lots of great information.

The article ‘7 Tips for Keeping Your Dog Cool This Summer’ on Martha Stewart’s website
https://www.marthastewart.com/1503480/dog-cooling-tips-try-summer points out that walks early in
the morning are great. Don't forget to pay attention to the condition of your dog's paws. For fun, throw
a doggie pool party for your dog and his friends. And there’s way more information in the article.
Now let's go to the UK. https://www.bluecross.org.uk/pet-advice/how-keep-dogs-cool-summerheat ‘How to keep dogs cool in the summer heat’ talks about heat stroke (how to recognize the
signs, and treat it). As for exercise, they cover walking and swimming. The article also covers fleas,
ticks, bees and wasps, and many more things. Another good resource article.
These are just a few articles. There are lots more on the web, including on our own RDOC
website: http://www.responsibledogowners.ca/summer_safety_tips.html
Have fun doing your research. Enjoy this summer with your dog. Be safe. Keep your pet safe. Your
pup will thank you for being such a responsible dog owner.

(Photo by Classy Canines Dog Grooming, Ottawa)
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Park clean-ups

It's Spring time, also known as park clean-up time

.

We would like to thank all the people who came out to help
with the clean-up at Bruce Pit, Conroy Pit and Stittsville Park.
These photos were taken at the Stittsville Park clean-up.
A very special thank you goes to Kathleen Edwards, owner of
Quitters Coffee shop in Stittsville (http://quitterscoffee.ca) who
provided coffee, hot chocolate and pastries for our hard
working Stittsville clean-up crew.
Our dogs are very happy to be able to walk, run, play ball and
have fun in a clean park. Our dog owners are happy too!

Kids Page
Kids, don't forget to visit the latest edition of the Kids Page on our website at
www.responsibledogowners.ca/kidspage/activitypage-main.html.
We have a puzzle for you to work on, and an easy trick (‘Which Hand?’) to teach your dog.
Why not enter our colouring contest? There is a new picture to colour each time we update the page.
All you have to do is follow the instructions on the page, and colour the picture you print out. Then,
scan or photograph it, and email it to morejulie@hotmail.com . The winner’s name and picture will be
published in the next newsletter.
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Membership
"Why Join RDOC?" you ask. Well, like our website states "As a member of RDOC you will have the
following benefits:
You will be part of a respected, democratic organization that promotes and supports responsible
dog ownership
You will have the opportunity to stand for election and vote on issues that promote responsible
dog ownership in accordance with the RDOC By-laws
You will receive a copy of ‘The Dog Guardian’, our quarterly newsletter, by e-mail or 'snail' mail
Non Profit and Corporate Members will receive a membership certificate
Corporate Members will be listed in the Sponsors Section
Membership is open to all dog owners and dog enthusiasts who support responsible dog
ownership.

Our membership fees are very reasonable:
Seniors and Students $10 (volunteers get 50% discount)
Adults and Family $20 (volunteers get 50% discount)
Not-for-Profit Organizations $35
Corporations and Businesses $50

To join RDOC or to renew your membership, please email: inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca
or go to our website at: www.responsibledogowners.ca/membership.html

Why not purchase a gift certificate! It's a great birthday gift, Father's Day gift, welcome new puppy
gift, a welcome to a newly moved-in family in the neighbourhood gift, and the list goes on.
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‘Take your owner for a walk and support RDOC’
fundraiser
Our ‘Take your owner for a walk and support RDOC’ fundraiser last year was a great success.
Thanks to all you sponsors, we raised over $800. We are pleased to announce that our board
members' dogs decided to take matters into their own paws to fundraise (and at the same time
exercise their owners) again this year.
The walk will take place from Saturday September 15th to Friday September 22nd. Each of the
participants will walk a total of 7 hours during the week. We hope you will sponsor our dog-owners
team again this year. The dogs are already starting to whip their owners in shape by making sure
they practise every day. They say they are giving up their nap time, bone chewing time, and hanging
out in the backyard time for taking their owners for walks. The things they do to raise money for
RDOC!

Thank you

A big thank you goes to our committee for proofreading this newsletter. We really appreciate your
help. You are the greatest. A special thank you to Kit Watson for the final proofreading of the
newsletter.
Responsibility

·

Respect

·

Recognition

Contact RDOC by:
E-mail: inquiries@responsibledogowners.ca
Phone: 613-868-2201 Please leave a message
Write to us at:
RDOC, 24 Elderwood Trail,
Stittsville, ON K2S 1C9, Canada
Or visit us online at:
www.responsibledogowners.ca
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